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KEY FINDINGS
Views on K-12 Education

1. Americans are generally more optimistic about the direction of K-12 education at the state and local level than at 

the national level.

2. Over half of school parents continue to be optimistic about the future of K-12 education in their local school district 

this May.

3. More than half of Americans view core academic subjects as extremely important for grades K-8, and skills for 

future employment for grades 9-12.

4. School parents place greater emphasis on skills for future employment for grades 9-12.

5. The general public and school parents greatly underestimate their state’s per-student spending in public schools. 

6. The general public and school parents are significantly less likely to say their state’s spending per student in public 

schools is “too low” when given a publicly reported statistic.

7. Providing respondents with a government-reported spending statistic consistently decreases tendency to say public 

school funding is “too low.”

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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Americans are generally more optimistic about the direction of K-12 education 
at the state and local level than at the national level.
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”Note: Wrong track” and “Don’t know/no opinion” answer options are omitted from this chart

May-26

Do you feel things in K-12 education are generally going in the right direction, or do you 

feel things have generally gotten off on the wrong track?

% Right Direction, Among All Adults
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Over half of school parents continue to be optimistic about the future of K-12 
education in their local school district this May.

May-26

”Note: Wrong track” and “Don’t know/no opinion” answer options are omitted from this chart

Do you feel things in K-12 education are generally going in the right direction, or do you 

feel things have generally gotten off on the wrong track?

% Right Direction, Among School Parents
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More than half of Americans view core academic subjects as extremely 
important for grades K-8, and skills for future employment for grades 9-12.

Grades K-8 Grades 9-12

Core academic subjects (58%) Skills for future employment (61%)

How to be good citizens (47%) Core academic subjects (60%) 

Socialization (48%) How to be good citizens (54%)

To become independent thinkers (50%) To become independent thinkers (58%) 

Skills for future employment (44%) Socialization (51%)

Values, moral character, religious virtues (38%) Values, moral character, religious virtues (43%)

To fix social problems (26%) To fix social problems (33%)

Average % selected Extremely Important 45% Average % selected Extremely Important 51%

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

What do you believe should be the main purpose of education during Kindergarten through 8th 

grade/9th-12th grade? In your opinion, how important is it for students to learn... 

% Extremely Important, Among All Adults
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School parents place greater emphasis on skills for future employment for 
grades 9-12.

Grades K-8 Grades 9-12

Core academic subjects (55%) Skills for future employment (61%)

To become independent thinkers (55%) To become independent thinkers (60%) 

Skills for future employment (50%) Core academic subjects (56%) 

How to be good citizens (51%) Socialization (47%)

Socialization (44%) How to be good citizens (52%)

Values, moral character, religious virtues (44%) Values, moral character, religious virtues (45%)

To fix social problems (32%) To fix social problems (35%)

Average % selected Extremely Important 47% Average % selected Extremely Important 51%

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

What do you believe should be the main purpose of education during Kindergarten through 8th 

grade/9th-12th grade? In your opinion, how important is it for students to learn... 

% Extremely Important, Among School Parents
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The general public and school parents greatly underestimate their state’s per-
student spending in public schools. 

FY24 State Actuals Source: National Center for Education Statistics

FY24 
Minimum: 

$11,299

FY24 
Mean:

$17,644

FY24 
Maximum:

$30,924

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

How much do you think is spent per year on each student in your state’s public 

schools? Your estimate of the state average–to the nearest thousand dollars–will 

represent the combined expenditures of local, state, and federal governments.

Median Estimate vs. FY24 State Actuals



9

The general public and school parents are significantly less likely to say their 
state’s spending per student in public schools is “too low” when given a 
publicly reported statistic.

Do you believe public school funding in [STATE] is: On average, [STATE] spends $____ per student attending public 

school each year. Do you believe public school funding is:

FY24 State Actuals Source: National Center for Education Statistics

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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42%

26%
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Providing respondents with a government-reported spending statistic 
consistently decreases tendency to say public school funding is “too low.”

*Without Information: Do you believe public school funding in [STATE] is:

**With Information: On average, [STATE] spends $____ per student attending public school each year. Do you believe public school funding is:
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KEY FINDINGS
Schooling and Experiences

1. Private school parents are nearly 20-points more likely than public school parents to rate their child’s school an “A.”

2. Private school parents are 25-points more likely to be “very satisfied” with their child’s schooling experiences than 

district school parents.

3. There continues to be a substantial disconnect between parents’ schooling preferences and actual enrollment 

patterns.

4. Just over half of parents prefer to have their child learn from home at least one day out of the week.

5. Over one-fifth of parents indicate that their child has switched from one school type to another. 

6. Parents of school switchers are most likely to indicate a switch because of bullying, excessive stress, or difficulty 

with teachers.

7. In May, 41% of parents were either currently using a tutor or interested in finding a tutor for their child.

8. More than three-fourths of high school parents express interest in their child taking a career and technical education 

course.

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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Private school parents are nearly 20-points more likely than public school 
parents to rate their child’s school an “A.”

47%

41%

11%
2% 0% 0%

28%

45%

17%

5%
2% 3%

A B C D F Don't Know/

No Opinion

Private School Parents Public School Parents

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

In thinking about the school your youngest/oldest child attends right 

now, what letter grade would you give it this school year?

Among School Parents
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Private school parents are 25 points more likely to be “very satisfied” with 
their child’s schooling experiences than district school parents.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your child's/children's 

experiences with the following types of schooling?

64%

39%

30%

43% 11%

Private School
Parents

District School
Parents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/ No Opinion

Total Satisfied

94%

82%
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Satisfaction with school experiences among private school parents has 
remained high since early 2025.

Note: Parent groups based on child/children school type attendance in SY25-26

May-26

39%

64%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26
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To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your child's/children's experiences 

with the following types of schooling?

% Very Satisfied, Among School Parents
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There continues to be a substantial disconnect between parents’ schooling 
preferences and actual enrollment patterns.

38%

80%

5% 10%

7%

15%

9%

11%

5%

School Parents

Actual Enrollment

Public District School - Inside Residential District Public District School - Outside Residential District Public Charter School Private School Homeschool

Actual Enrollment Source: Authors' calculations; Colyn Ritter, January 6, 2026, 2026 EdChoice Share: Exploring Where America's Students Are Educated, 
EdChoice; 2025 Schooling in America Survey (conducted March 28–April 7, 2025), Q13

If given the option, what type of school would you select in order to obtain the best 

education for your child? vs. actual 2025 enrollment

School Parents Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Just over half of parents prefer to have their child learn from home at least 
one day out of the week.

48%

42%
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Completely Outside of Home 1-4 Days at Home Completely at Home

Note: Question text from January 2021 to May 2022: “After the pandemic, if given the option, to what extent would you 
prefer schooling to be scheduled each week at home with a parent or tutor to provide the best education for your child?

May-26

In order to provide the best education for your child/children, what would be your preferred weekly schedule 

and location between schooling at home with a parent/teacher/tutor, or outside the home?

Among School Parents
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Over one-fifth of parents indicate that their child has switched from one 
school type to another. 

22%

77%

Yes, my child has changed school types

No, my child has not changed school types

I don't know if my child has changed school types

Note: Results are composite numbers between those who were asked about their youngest child and those who were asked about their oldest child.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Besides moving from grade school to middle school or middle school to high school, has your youngest/oldest child ever 

switched from one type of school (or school sector) to another? The various types/sectors include public district schools, 

public charter schools, private schools, full-time virtual schools, and home schooling.

Among School Parents
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Parents of school switchers are most likely to indicate a switch because of 
bullying, excessive stress, or difficulty with teachers.

Note: Results are composite numbers between those who were asked about their youngest child and those who were asked about their oldest child.
* Only respondents who indicated that their children have switched schools were asked about their child’s former school. Responses below 15% are hidden.
Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

33%

27%

26%

24%

24%

21%

19%

19%

18%

15%

Bullying

Excessive stress or anxiety

Difficulty with teachers

Academic needs were not being met

Not enough individual attention

Concerns for physical safety

Depression

Special needs were not being met

Concerns that things were taught that were different than your family's values and beliefs

Bad peer group

Children may encounter different circumstances both inside and outside of school that make it hard for them to achieve 

academic and personal success. Has your youngest/oldest child experienced any of these difficulties at her/his former 

school? Please select all that apply.

Among School Parents, n=299
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In May, 41% of parents were either currently using a tutor or interested in 
finding a tutor for their child.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

20%

10%

11%

58%

Is your child getting tutoring outside of regular school hours this school year?

Among School Parents

Yes, my child is 

currently being tutored

No, but I am actively 

looking for a tutor

No, but I will be looking 

soon for a tutor

No, my child does not 

need tutoring at this time

41% 
currently have a tutor 

or looking for a tutor
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Demographic Breakdown: Tutoring Interest

Groups most likely to be looking for / 

already have tutoring

Groups least likely to be looking for / 

already have tutoring

Muslim 70%

Private School Parents 66%

GenZers: 1997-2012 58%

Age: 18-34 51%

Urban Area 51%

GenXers: 1965-1980 35%

Home School Parents 33%

Rural Area 30%

Small Town 26%

Former School Parents 26%

*Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Is your child getting tutoring outside of regular school hours this school year?
Among School Parents *
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The percentage of school parents who currently have a tutor is similar to this 
time last year.
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Note: Question was not asked in July 2021 and August 2021.

May-26

Is your child getting tutoring outside of regular school hours this school year?

Among School Parents
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More than three-fourths of high school parents express interest in their child 
taking a career and technical education course.

31%

48%

9%

13%

Are you interested in your child taking career and technical education (CTE) courses, either 

as a core class or an elective?

Among Parents of Children in High School, n=496

Yes, as a core classNo

Don’t Know/No 

Opinion

79% 
Interested in child 

taking CTE courses

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Yes, as an elective
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The majority of adults and school parents support the establishment of career 
scholarship accounts for eligible high school students. 

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

…In general, what is your opinion of career scholarship accounts?*

*Full question: A 'career scholarship account'—often called a CSA—establishes a government-authorized scholarship account with restricted, but multiple 
uses, allowing eligible high school students in grades 10 through 12 to use funds for career-focused learning, such as apprenticeships, internships, job training, 
industry certifications, reimbursement for transportation, or payment for required equipment. In general, what is your opinion of career scholarship accounts?

34%

39%

38%

43%

5%

4%

22%

13%

All Adults

School Parents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/ No Opinion

Total Support

72%

82%
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KEY FINDINGS
Durable Skills Development

1. Adults believe it is important for policymakers and school leaders to prioritize communication skills, character 

building and critical thinking development for students.

2. The majority of parents believe it is very important that their child’s school prioritizes durable skill development. 

3. Half of parents would rate their child’s school as excellent or very good in teaching durable skills.

4. Over half of Americans and school parents consider it very important for both middle and high school students to 

learn civil debate skills.

5. Americans believe the best approach for teaching debate and civil discourse is to integrate debate skills across 

required classes in middle school.

6. According to U.S. adults, work experience and grades over time most strongly demonstrate that a student has well-

developed durable skills.

7. Parents are most likely to say their child’s school offers leadership opportunities to help students build durable 

skills.

8. Adults are most likely to look for concrete examples of skill demonstration to feel more confident in a student’s 

durable skills.

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.



27

Adults believe it is important for policymakers and school leaders to prioritize 
communication skills, character building and critical thinking development for 
students.

77% 77%

74%
72%

68%

64%

75% 76%
77%

72%

69%
66%

Communication Character Critical Thinking Collaboration Creativity Leadership

K through 8 9 through 12

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

In your opinion, how important is it for policymakers and school leaders to prioritize the 

development of the following skills for students in…

Among All Adults, Showing Extremely + Very Important

Note: Responses showing somewhat important, Not that important, Not at all important, and don’t know/no opinion not shown.
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The majority of parents believe it is very important that their child’s school 
prioritizes durable skill development. 

Source: Survey conducted March 11-12, 2026, among U.S. adults

43% 34% 14% 8%School Parents

Extremely Important Very Important Somewhat Important Not That Important Not At All Important Don't Know/ No Opinion

Extremely + Very 

Important

77%

How important is it that your child’s/children’s school prioritizes developing 

students’ durable skills*? 

*Durable skills full definition as seen in question: “(such as communication, critical thinking, teamwork, adaptability, and responsibility)”
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20% 32% 30% 13% 4%School Parents

Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor Don't Know/ No Opinion

Half of parents would rate their child’s school as excellent or very good in 
teaching durable skills.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Excellent + Very 

Good

52%

How would you rate your oldest/youngest child's current school in teaching 

durable skills*?

*Durable skills full definition as seen in question: “(such as communication, critical thinking, teamwork, adaptability, and responsibility)”
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Over half of Americans and school parents consider it very important for both 
middle and high school students to learn civil debate skills.

54%
58%58%

64%

Middle School High School

All Adults School Parents

How important is it that middle/high school students learn civil debate skills (e.g. using 

evidence, turn-taking, arguing both sides) as part of their school curriculum?

 % Extremely + Very Important

Note: Responses showing somewhat important, Not that important, Not at all important, and don’t know/no opinion not shown.
Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Americans believe the best approach for teaching debate and civil discourse is 
to integrate debate skills across required classes in middle school.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Which one of the following approaches would you most support for teaching debate and 

civil discourse in middle school?

36%

20%

20%

7%

17%

39%

21%

22%

4%

14%

Integrating debate skills across required classes (such as Math,

Reading/English, Social Studies, and/or Science)

A stand-alone elective course students can choose

A required stand-alone course that students must take to

graduate

I would not support teaching debate and civil discourse in

middle school

Don't Know/ No Opinion

All Adults School Parents
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Americans support a variety of approaches for teaching debate and civil 
discourse in high school.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Which one of the following approaches would you most support for teaching debate and 

civil discourse in high school?

34%

24%

22%

4%

17%

37%

20%

26%

4%

12%

Integrating debate skills across required classes (such as Math,

Reading/English, Social Studies, and/or Science)

A required stand-alone course that students must take to

graduate

A stand-alone elective course students can choose

I would not support teaching debate and civil discourse in high

school

Don't Know/ No Opinion

All Adults School Parents
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According to U.S. adults, work experience and grades over time most strongly 
demonstrate that a student has well-developed durable skills.

38%

38%

37%

33%

28%

24%

18%

15%

8%

Work experience, internships, or job-based learning

Completed projects, portfolios, or work samples

Grades over time (e.g., course grades or GPA)

Student reflections, self-assessments, or personal statements

Recommendations or references from teachers, coaches, or mentors

Standardized test scores

Credentials, badges, or certificates

Live or recorded demonstrations, presentations, or performances

Don't know/no opinion

Source: Survey conducted March 11-12, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Durable skills full definition as seen in question: “(such as communication, critical thinking, teamwork, adaptability, and responsibility)”

In your opinion, which types of evidence most strongly demonstrate that a student has 

well-developed durable skills*? Please select up to three.

Among School Parents
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Parents are most likely to say their child’s school offers leadership 
opportunities to help students build durable skills.

41%

36%

35%

34%

30%

24%

14%

1%

13%

Leadership opportunities (e.g., student government, team captain,

organizing activities)

Career-focused courses, pathways, or programs

Real-world or community-based projects

Primarily traditional classroom instruction

Service-learning or volunteer experiences

Internships or job-shadowing, or other workplace learning experiences

Capstone, senior, or other culminating projects

Other

Don't know/no opinion

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Durable skills full definition as seen in question: “(such as communication, critical thinking, teamwork, adaptability, and responsibility)”

Which of the following experiences does your child's school provide to help students build 

durable skills*? Please select all that apply.

Among School Parents
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Adults are most likely to look for concrete examples of skill demonstration to 
feel more confident in a student’s durable skills.

48%

48%

41%

38%

28%

11%

10%

Concrete examples of how the student demonstrated these skills

Opportunities to directly observe students demonstrating their skills

Results from independent evaluations or assessments

Clear definitions of each skill

Endorsements or validation from employers or industry groups

Nothing would increase my confidence beyond grades

Don't know/no opinion

Source: Survey conducted March 11-12, 2026, among U.S. adults

What additional information would make you more confident about a student's durable 

skills*, beyond grades? Please select all that apply.

Among School Parents

*Durable skills full definition as seen in question: “(such as communication, critical thinking, teamwork, adaptability, and responsibility)”
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KEY FINDINGS
Civic Education and Social Capital

1. Over a quarter of school parents have volunteered at a school or participated in a school parent organization.

2. Over half of Americans and school parents believe having a strong work ethic is extremely important for obtaining 

job and career-building opportunities.

3. Over half of school parents believe their child’s school is doing very well in each measured factor for social capital.

4. School parents are more likely than all Americans to believe that students who graduate from high school are well 

prepared for college, the workforce, and real-world responsibilities.

5. A majority of Americans and school parents believe it is important for schools to teach middle and high school 

students about civics and government.

6. U.S. history is largely viewed as a very important subject to teach students in both middle school and high school.

7. Over three-fourths of Americans believe it is very important for K-12 schools to teach students about citizen 

rights/responsibilities and the U.S. Constitution.

8. Americans and school parents generally believe that students in their local K-12 schools are not taught a lot about 

civics and U.S. history.

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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Over a quarter of school parents have volunteered at a school or participated 
in a school parent organization.

13%

10% 10%
8%

6% 5%

28% 28%

22%

19%

9% 8%

Volunteered at a school
or participated in a
school-sponsored
community event

Participated in a PTA,
PTO, or other school
parent organization

Attended a school board
meeting or public

meeting about education
in your community

Contacted a school board
member, principal, or
school administrator

about an education issue

Volunteered as a mentor
in a youth program

Contacted an elected
official (such as a state
legislator or city council

member) about an
education issue

All Adults School Parents

In the current school year, have you done any of the following? Please select all that apply.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Note: “None of the above” responses not shown
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Over half of Americans and school parents believe having a strong work ethic 
is extremely important for obtaining job and career-building opportunities.

55%

42%

33%
28% 28%

21%

53%

43%

35%
31% 30%

28%

Having a strong work
ethic

Getting real work
experience

Having mentors or
professional connections

in a chosen field

Living in a community
where you can meet
people from different

backgrounds

Completing a vocational
or technical training

program

Earning a four-year
college degree

All Adults School Parents

How important do you think each of the following is for young people today in getting a good job or 

building a career after graduating from high school?

% Extremely Important

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Over half of school parents believe their child’s school is doing very well in 
each measured factor for social capital.

Thinking about your child's school, how well is it doing each of the following?

% Extremely + Very Well, Among School Parents

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

63%

60%

54%

52%

51%

Preparing students academically (e.g., reading, math, science)

Helping students feel engaged and hopeful about their future

Preparing students for careers and the workforce

Connecting students with mentors, role models, or other community members

Helping students develop networks or professional contacts for their future
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School parents are more likely than all Americans to believe that students 
who graduate from high school are well prepared for college, the workforce, 
and real-world responsibilities.

32% 31% 30% 30%

50%
47%

44% 45%

Succeeding in college or other post-
secondary education

Working effectively with others in a
professional setting

Entering the workforce and finding a
good job

Handling real-world responsibilities
(e.g., managing finances, navigating

adult life)

All Adults School Parents

In your opinion, how well prepared are most students who graduate from high 

school today for each of the following?

% Extremely + Very Well

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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A majority of Americans and school parents believe it is important for schools 
to teach middle and high school students about civics and government.

64%

77%

68%

80%

Middle School High School

All Adults School Parents

How important do you think it is for middle schools and high schools to teach 

students about civics and how government works?

% Extremely + Very Important

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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U.S. history is largely viewed as a very important subject to teach students in 
both middle school and high school.

73%
76%74% 76%

Middle School High School

All Adults School Parents

How important do you think it is for middle schools and high schools to teach 

students about U.S. history?

% Extremely + Very Important

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Over three-fourths of Americans believe it is very important for K-12 schools 
to teach students about citizen rights/responsibilities and the U.S. 
Constitution.

How important do you think it is for K–12 schools to teach students about the following?

% Extremely + Very Important, Among All Adults

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

79%

77%

75%

75%

74%

74%

73%

73%

72%

70%

Rights and responsibilities of citizens

The U.S. Constitution

The three branches of government

Major events in U.S. history

The Declaration of Independence and other founding documents

State and local government

Elections and voting

Civil rights history in U.S.

How to evaluate news and information sources

How to discuss political or social issues respectfully
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Americans and school parents generally believe that students in their local K-
12 schools are not taught a lot about civics and U.S. history.

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

8%

12%

15%

21%

38%

43%

20%

15%

5% 15%

7%

All Adults

School Parents

A Great Deal A Lot Some A Little None Don't Know/No Opinion

Based on what you've seen or heard, how much do you think students in your local 

K–12 schools are taught about civics and U.S. history?

A Great Deal 

+ A Lot

23%

33%
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KEY FINDINGS
Technology and AI in K-12

1. More than 80% of parents support schools using laptops and online learning platforms in classes.

2. One-third of school parents are very concerned about the impact of AI on their child’s learning this school year.

3. A majority of school parents support allowing their children to use AI assistance for schoolwork, especially private 

school parents. 

4. Parents and non-parents alike believe schools need to change their overall approach to prepare students for the 

world of AI.

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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More than 80% of parents support schools using laptops and online learning 
platforms in classes.

51%

49%

41%

40%

26%

20%

35%

35%

39%

40%

34%

30%

5%

7%

10%

7%

16%

23%

4%

5%

5%

16%

22%

3%

5%

5%

7%

8%

6%

Laptops

Online learning platforms (e.g.
Google Classroom, Canvas,

Blackboard)

Tablets

Online learning games (e.g.
MobyMax, Kahoot!, Prodigy)

Artificial intelligence (AI)
programs (e.g. ChatGPT, Grok,

Gemini, Claude)

Cell phones

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/No Opinion

86%

84%

80%

80%

60%

50%

Total 

Support

Source: Survey conducted March 11-12, 2025, among U.S. adults

To what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose the following types of technology being used in 

your child's classes at school?

Among School Parents
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One-third of school parents are very concerned about the impact of AI on their 
child’s learning this school year. 

15% 18% 31% 17% 14% 6%School Parents

Extremely Concerned Very Concerned Somewhat Concerned Not That Concerned Not At All Concerned Don't Know/No Opinion

Extremely + Very 

Concerned

33%

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

How concerned are you about the effects of artificial intelligence, or AI, on your 

youngest/oldest child’s learning this school year?
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A majority of school parents support allowing their children to use AI 
assistance for schoolwork, especially private school parents.

Generally speaking, do you support or oppose allowing your child/children to use 

AI assistance for schoolwork?

26%

19%

51%

35%

9%

15%

7%

19%

7%

12%

Private School
Parents

District School
Parents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/ No Opinion

Total Support

77%

53%

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Parents and non-parents alike believe schools need to change their overall 
approach to prepare students for the world of AI.

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

18%

20%

22%

24%

31%

22%

8%

7%

7%

7%

School Parents

Non-School Parents

A Great Deal A Lot Some A Little None

To what extent do you feel schools/your oldest/youngest child's school needs to 

change its overall approach to prepare students for the world of AI? 

A Great Deal 

+ A Lot

40%

44%
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KEY FINDINGS
K-12 School Choice Policies

1. Over half of adults and school parents say they are aware of charter schools in their states. 

2. Support for ESAs, school vouchers, and charter schools is higher when a brief description of each policy is 

provided.

3. The public is over six times as likely to support ESAs than oppose them. 

4. In May, three-fourths of school parents supported ESAs. 

5. Three-fourths of school parents believe ESAs should be available to all families regardless of income or special 

needs.

6. Americans are over twice as likely to support school vouchers than oppose them. 

7. In May, three-fourths of parents expressed support for school vouchers.

8. Parents are nearly six times as likely to support charter schools than oppose them. Overall support for charter 

schools remains elevated since last year.

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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Policy Descriptions Used

School Vouchers

Charter Schools

A school voucher system allows parents the option of sending their child to the school of 

their choice, whether that school is public or private, including both religious and non-

religious schools. If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school 

district would be allocated to parents in the form of a 'school voucher' to pay partial or full 

tuition for the child’s school. 

Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and 

curriculum, and are exempt from many existing public school regulations.

Education Savings 

Accounts

An "education savings account" in K–12 education – often called an ESA – establishes for 

parents a government-authorized savings account with restricted, but multiple uses for 

educational purposes. Parents can then use these funds to pay for: school tuition; tutoring; 

online education programs; therapies for students with special needs; textbooks or other 

instructional materials; or save for future college expenses. 
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Over half of adults and school parents say they are aware of charter schools 
in their states. 

33%
38%

57%

47% 48%

67%

Education Savings Accounts School Vouchers Charter Schools

All Adults School Parents

Reflecting on the previous questions about school choice policies, are you aware of any 

of the following types of programs in your state?

Source: Survey conducted April 10-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Support for ESAs, school vouchers, and charter schools is higher when a 
brief description of each policy is provided. 

49%
46%

53%

69%

61% 63%

Education Savings Accounts School Vouchers Charter Schools

Without Description With Description

Total Support of School Choice Policies Before & After Description

Among All Adults, Strongly + Somewhat Support

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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The public is over six times as likely to support ESAs than oppose them.

30%

38%

7%
4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

May 2026 Total Support: 68% Total Oppose: 11%

May-26

*Full question: An "education savings account" in K–12 education – often called an ESA – establishes for parents a government-authorized savings account 
with restricted, but multiple uses for educational purposes. Parents can then use these funds to pay for: school tuition; tutoring; online education programs; 
therapies for students with special needs; textbooks or other instructional materials; or save for future college expenses. In general, what is your opinion of an 
ESA system?  Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.

…In general, what is your opinion of an ESA system?* 

Among All Adults
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Demographic Breakdown: ESA Support

Muslim 82%

High Income $100k+ 78%

MAGA Supporters 77%

Bachelors Degree 76%

Liberal/Progressive 75%

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964 65%

Age 55+ 65%

Non-Parents 65%

Low Income <$50k 63%

Rural Area 63%

**Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Full question: An "education savings account" in K–12 education – often called an ESA – establishes for parents a government-authorized savings account with 
restricted, but multiple uses for educational purposes. Parents can then use these funds to pay for: school tuition; tutoring; online education programs; therapies for 
students with special needs; textbooks or other instructional materials; or save for future college expenses. In general, what is your opinion of an ESA system? 

…In general, what is your opinion of an ESA system?* 

Among All Adults **

Groups most supportive Groups least supportive
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In May, three-fourths of school parents supported ESAs. 

36%
39%

8%
4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

May 2026 Total Support: 75% Total Oppose: 12%

*Full question: An "education savings account" in K–12 education – often called an ESA – establishes for parents a government-authorized savings account 
with restricted, but multiple uses for educational purposes. Parents can then use these funds to pay for: school tuition; tutoring; online education programs; 
therapies for students with special needs; textbooks or other instructional materials; or save for future college expenses. In general, what is your opinion of an 
ESA system?  Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.

…In general, what is your opinion of an ESA system?* 

Among School Parents

May-26
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Three-fourths of school parents believe ESAs should be available to all 
families regardless of income or special needs. 

Some people believe that ESAs should…

35%

21%

40%

37%

8%

17%

5%

10%

12%

14%

School Parents

School Parents

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know/No Opinion

Only be available to families based on financial need. 

Be available to all families, regardless of incomes and special needs. 

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Total Agree

75%

58%
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Americans are over twice as likely to support school vouchers than oppose 
them. 

May 2026 Total Support: 61% Total Oppose: 22%

*Full question: A school voucher system allows parents the option of sending their child to the school of their choice, whether that school is public or private, 
including both religious and non-religious schools. If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school district would be allocated to parents in 
the form of a 'school voucher' to pay partial or full tuition for the child’s school. In general, what is your opinion of school voucher systems?  
Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.

…In general, what is your opinion of school vouchers?* 

Among All Adults

28%

33%

12%

10%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

May-26
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Demographic Breakdown: Voucher Support

Groups most supportive Groups least supportive

Muslim 83%

MAGA Supporters 76%

Republican 71%

Conservative 71%

Black 70%

Jewish 57%

Small Town 56%

Age 55+ 55%

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964 53%

Age 65+ 52%

**Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Full question: A school voucher system allows parents the option of sending their child to the school of their choice, whether that school is public or private, 
including both religious and non-religious schools. If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school district would be allocated to parents in the 
form of a 'school voucher' to pay partial or full tuition for the child’s school. In general, what is your opinion of school voucher systems?

…In general, what is your opinion of school vouchers?*

Among All Adults **
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In May, three-fourths of parents expressed support for school vouchers.

May 2026 Total Support: 75% Total Oppose: 14%

*Full question: A school voucher system allows parents the option of sending their child to the school of their choice, whether that school is public or private, 
including both religious and non-religious schools. If this policy were adopted, tax dollars currently allocated to a school district would be allocated to parents in 
the form of a 'school voucher' to pay partial or full tuition for the child’s school. In general, what is your opinion of school voucher systems?  
Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.

…In general, what is your opinion of school vouchers?* 

Among School Parents

34%

41%

7%
7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

May-26
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Americans are over three times as likely to support charter schools than 
oppose them. 

May 2026 Total Support: 62% Total Oppose: 17%

*Full question: Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, and are exempt from many existing 
public school regulations. In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?
Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.

…In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?* 

Among All Adults

May-26

22%

40%

11%

6%

0%

10%
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30%

40%

50%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose
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Demographic Breakdown: Charter School Support

Groups most supportive Groups least supportive

Muslim 84%

MAGA Supporters 77%

Republican 75%

High Income $100k+ 75%

Conservative 74%

Independent 61%

Small Town 61%

Low income <$50k 59%

Rural Area 58%

Non-Parents 57%

**Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Full question: Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, 
and are exempt from many existing public school regulations. In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?

…In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?*

Among All Adults **
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Parents are nearly six times as likely to support charter schools than oppose 
them. Overall support for charter schools remains elevated since last year.

26%

48%

8%

4%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23 Jan-24 Jul-24 Jan-25 Jul-25 Jan-26

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

May 2026 Total Support: 74% Total Oppose: 12%

…In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?*

Among School Parents

May-26

*Full question: Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their own budget, staff, and curriculum, and are exempt from many existing 
public school regulations. In general, what is your opinion of public charter schools?
Note: Don’t know/No opinion responses are not shown.
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KEY FINDINGS
Federal Education Tax Credit

1. Support for refundable tax credits in K-12 education is strong, especially among school parents.

2. Over half of school parents have claimed the child tax credit this year. 

3. One-fourth of school parents have heard a lot about the new federal tax credit. 

4. Over three-fourths of parents support the federal tax credit for K-12 education scholarships. 

Methodology: 
These polls were conducted between March 11-12, April 10-13, and May 12-13, 2026, among a sample of 2,255, 2,252, and 2,254 adults, respectively. The interviews were conducted online and the 
data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and region. Results based on the full surveys have a measure of precision plus or 
minus 2.07 percentage points.
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Support for refundable tax credits in K-12 education is strong, especially 
among school parents. 

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Total Support

64%

80%

*Full question: A “refundable tax credit” is a refund payment to taxpayers from the government for qualifying expenses, even if taxes owed are less than the 
refund amount. A refundable tax credit in K-12 education would allow families to cover qualifying education expenses, such as private school tuition and fees, 
tutoring, textbooks, standardized assessments, or homeschooling costs. In general, what is your opinion of refundable tax credits in K-12 education?

…In general, what is your opinion of refundable tax credits in K-12 education?* 

26%

37%

38%

43%

9%

6%

5% 21%

12%

All Adults

School Parents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/ No Opinion
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Over half of school parents have claimed the child tax credit this year.

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

21%
18%

4% 4%

39%

59%

7% 6%

Earned Income Tax Credit

(EITC)

Child Tax Credit American Opportunity Tax

Credit (AOTC)

Lifetime Learning Credit

(LLC)

All Adults School Parents

When you filed your federal income taxes for the most recent tax year, did you (or someone in your 

household) claim any of the following federal tax credits? Please select all that apply.

Note: Responses for ”I did not file income taxes”, “don’t know/don’t remember” and “prefer not to say” not shown.



71

One fourth of school parents have heard a lot about the new federal tax credit. 

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

13%

8%

13%

4%

20%

16%

16%

16%

27%

40%

School Parents

Non-School Parents

A Great Deal A Lot Some A Little None

Before today, how much had you heard about the new federal tax credit for education that allows 

individuals to receive up to a $1,700 credit for donating to scholarship-granting organizations, which 

provide education scholarships to eligible K-12 students?

A Great Deal 

+ A Lot

26%

12%
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Demographic Breakdown: Federal Tax Credit Awareness

Groups most aware Groups least aware

Muslim 87%

Black 61%

Age 18-34 60%

High Income $100k+ 60%

Millennials: 1981-1996 60%

Small Town 35%

Former School Parents 32%

Age 55+ 32%

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964 29%

Age 65+ 28%

**Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Full question: Before today, how much had you heard about the new federal tax credit for education that allows individuals to receive 
up to a $1,700 credit for donating to scholarship-granting organizations, which provide education scholarships to eligible K-12 students?

Federal Tax Credit Awareness *

Among All Adults **
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Over three-fourths of parents support the federal tax credit for K-12 education 
scholarships. 

Source: Survey conducted May 12-13, 2026, among U.S. adults

Total Support

64%

75%

*Full question: States may choose to opt in to participate in a new federal tax credit for education that allows individuals to donate to eligible K–12 scholarship-
granting organizations in exchange for a federal tax credit of up to $1,700. These organizations provide scholarships or education-related assistance to eligible 
K–12 students. Overall, do you support or oppose your state participating in this federal tax credit?

…Overall, do you support or oppose your state participating in this federal tax credit?* 

24%

31%

40%

44%

7%

6%

4% 26%

16%

All Adults

School Parents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know/ No Opinion
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Demographic Breakdown: Federal Tax Credit Support

Muslim 85%

High Income $100k+ 76%

MAGA Supporters 74%

Asian 73%

Millennials: 1981-1996 73%

Low Income <$50k 58%

Non-Parents 58%

Small Town 58%

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964 58%

Age 65+ 58%

**Combined Responses from March, April, and May 2026

Source: Surveys conducted March 12 - May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults

*Full question: States may choose to opt in to participate in a new federal tax credit for education that allows individuals to donate to eligible K–12 scholarship-
granting organizations in exchange for a federal tax credit of up to $1,700. These organizations provide scholarships or education-related assistance to eligible K–
12 students. Overall, do you support or oppose your state participating in this federal tax credit?

Federal Tax Credit Support *

Among All Adults **

Groups most supportive Groups least supportive
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Survey Profile 

Dates   March 2026 Survey: March 11-12, 2026

   April 2026 Survey: April 10-13, 2026

                                                        May 2026 Survey: May 12-13, 2026

Survey Data Collection

& Quality Control  Morning Consult

Survey Sponsor  EdChoice

Population  General Population (Adults, Age 18+)

Sampling Frame  National sample of adults (age 18+) living in the United States, 

   including the District of Columbia, with an oversample of school parents

Sampling Method  Non-Probability, Stratified (based on Age, Gender)

Mode   Online Survey

Language   English
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Survey Profile – March 2026 

Survey Time  Gen Pop Median = 11.0 minutes

   Oversample Median = 12.9 minutes

Sample Size  N = 2,255 General Population

 N= 1,305 Total School Parents   

   

Oversampling  N = 860 School Parents

Quotas   Age, Gender

Weighting   Age, Race, Ethnicity, Gender, Education, Census Region

Measure of Precision  ± 2.06 percentage points (Gen Pop), ± 2.71 percentage points 

(adjusted for weighting) (Oversample)

    

Participation Rate  44% (Gen Pop), 56% (Oversample)

Methods Page  https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/methodology

Project Contact  Paul DiPerna, paul@edchoice.org 
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Survey Profile – April 2026

Survey Time  Gen Pop Median = 11.2 minutes

   Oversample Median = 13.0 minutes

Sample Size  N = 2,252 General Population

 N= 1,374 Total School Parents   

   

Oversampling  N = 862 School Parents

Quotas   Age, Gender

Weighting   Age, Race, Ethnicity, Gender, Education, Census Region

Measure of Precision  ± 2.07 percentage points (Gen Pop), ± 2.64 percentage points 

(adjusted for weighting) (Oversample)

    

Participation Rate  41% (Gen Pop), 54% (Oversample)

Methods Page  https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/methodology

Project Contact  Paul DiPerna, paul@edchoice.org 



79

Survey Profile – May 2026

Survey Time  Gen Pop Median = 12.2 minutes

   Oversample Median = 13.9 minutes

Sample Size  N = 2,254 General Population

 N= 1,368 Total School Parents   

   

Oversampling  N = 857 School Parents

Quotas   Age, Gender

Weighting   Age, Race, Ethnicity, Gender, Education, Census Region

Measure of Precision  ± 2.06 percentage points (Gen Pop), ± 2.65 percentage points 

(adjusted for weighting) (Oversample)

    

Participation Rate  41% (Gen Pop), 50% (Oversample)

Methods Page  https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/methodology

Project Contact  Paul DiPerna, paul@edchoice.org 
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Demographics
Unweighted 

(N = )

Hispanic 931

Non-Hispanic White 3,235

Black 1,018

Other 289

Generation Z 809

Millennial 1,980

Generation X 1,303

Boomers 1,175

Male 2,610

Female 2,756

< College 3,301

College + 2,065

Northeast 1,096

Midwest 1,049

South 2,210

West 1,011

Demographics
Unweighted 

(N = )

Total School Parents* 4,047

K-4 Parents* 1,899

5-8 Parents* 1,736

9-12 Parents* 1,753

Non-Parents 1,987

Liberal/Progressive 1,430

Moderate 1,844

Conservative 1,588

Democrat 1,891

Independent 1,478

Republican 1,714

Urban 1,902

Suburban 2,218

Small Town 416

Rural 830

Low Income <$50K 2,629

Middle Income $50K to <$100K 1,674

High Income $100K+ 1,063

Total Sample Demographics

* Denotes the sample came from school parents 
Source: Surveys conducted March 11 – May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Demographics Unweighted Weighted

Hispanic 931 989

Non-Hispanic White 3235 3214

Black 1018 698

Other 289 449

Age: 18-34 1446 1550

Age: 35-54 2077 1755

Age: 55+ 1843 2061

Age: 65+ 1021 1246

Male 2610 2621

Female 2756 2745

< College 3301 3418

College + 2065 1948

Northeast 1096 923

Midwest 1049 1093

South 2210 2074

West 1011 1276

Source: Surveys conducted March 11 – May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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76%

15%

7% 6% 5%

District School (Resident)
Parents

Private School Parents District School (Non-
resident) Parents

Home School Parents Charter School Parents

(N = 3082) (N = 610) (N = 276) (N = 243) (N = 216)

Note: Parent groups are not necessarily exclusive, there are cases where a parent could have children enrolled in different school types.

Estimated school type attendance for the 2025-2026 school year

% of Students, Reported by Parents

Source: Surveys conducted March 11 – May 13, 2026, among U.S. adults
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Methodology Update

In addition to the monthly general population polling, Morning Consult 

oversamples K-12 school parents, among a national sample of parents living in 

the United States (including the District of Columbia). The sample is collected 

via stratified sampling based on race and ethnicity quota targets derived from 

the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2019-2024 American Community Survey. 

Approximately 800 additional K-12 school parents are interviewed in English 

each month comprising the oversample. The completed K-12 school parent 

interviews are weighted to population totals obtained from the 2019-2024 

American Community Survey on the following demographic variables: age, 

gender, region, race/ethnicity, and educational attainment. 
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Total School Parents
Have at least one child enrolled in grades K-12 for the 

2025-2026 school year

Charter School Parents
Have at least one child enrolled in a charter school for 

the 2025-2026 school year

District/Public School Parents
Have at least one child enrolled in a district/public 

school for the 2025-2026 school year

Private School Parents
Have at least one child enrolled in a private school for 

the 2025-2026 school year

Home School Parents
Have at least one child enrolled in home school for the 

2025-2026 school year

Note: Parent groups are not necessarily exclusive, there are cases where a parent could have children enrolled in different school types.



WHO WE ARE

Morning Consult is a global data intelligence 

company delivering insights on what people think in 

real time. 

By surveying tens of thousands across the globe 
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